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A Caribbean-Styled Christmas?
Christmas is fast approaching and with your larger home projects
somewhat out of the way, you may now have a bit of time to
concentrate on some of the finer details such as lighting, drapery
and decorative accent pieces in time for your first dinner party.
Visualizing the menu is a breeze: pastelles, ham, festive rice, black
cake, sorrel, hibiscus wine and rum punch,
since for most Trinbagonians, our local
traditions are deeply rooted and well-loved,
where our cuisine is concerned. But when it
comes to holiday décor, this is hardly the case.
Somewhere in the mix, is the idea of snow,
mistletoe and the predominance of pine and
it’s not because you haven’t envisioned a
Caribbean-styled Christmas. The temperature
outside is as warm as the tempo of the Soca
Parang, a constant on the airwaves at this
time of year. Yet, it has always been easier, it
would seem, to submit to a traditional,
westernized, ‘temperate’ theme with snow
globes, stockings and reindeer, as opposed to
a tropical one.
FLOWERS:
Is there any sentiment that cannot be
expressed with flowers?
Well-placed poinsettias are popular at this time and they add both
a touch of elegance and that Caribbean feel that we’re going for,
along with anthuriums, heliconias and ginger lilies, which can allow
us once again to play with the reds and greens in different tints
and tones. For Christmas dinner parties, both private and
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corporate, centre pieces make quite a statement.
Sandra Britain, a florist –designer at Flowers 137 on Tragarete Rd.
in Woodbrook, has worked in the decorating business for over 45
years and is passionate about flowers. She mentions that in the
centre pieces that they create, which are
popular at this time,tropical flowers, such as
the anthurium and ginger lily, are a major
feature. Whether in their natural in shades of
red, pink and peach or spray painted gold for
that festive feel, or even arranged in
combination with decorated sticks and
Christmas baubles, anthuriums are a soughtafter treat.
Along with Sean Reason,
designer,
Sandra
creates
heavenly
masterpieces featuring this flower and
containing other exotic eye-catchers such as
the tiger lily, the bird of Paradise and the star
gazer.
Anthony St. Clair, decorator, designer and
event co-ordinator, for over 30 years who also
operates from this venue, agrees that tastes
and colour selections for Christmas are
changing and attributes this to internet
exposure. “Pewter and lime green are popular
colours for event decoration these days,” he
shares. And although roses are still the most typical choice
throughout the year, followed by sunflowers, our tropical flowers
are gaining ground.
Next week’s BECU Connect: Decorative Accent Pieces, Drapes & Paint

Editor’s Note
Happy 30th Anniversary to BECU. Thank you to all our members who have been there from the
beginning and even those who have recently joined our Society. We have many activities planned in
our 30th Anniversary celebrations and consolidate it with an Open Day on December 4th. In
December we will be publishing a weekly newsletter to keep you up to date and tease about our
upcoming AGM. Check us out on Facebook to stay in the know, search Bank Employees’ Credit
Union.
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Celebrate our 30th Anniversary with us
On Thursday December 4th BECU celebrates its 30th
Anniversary. In appreciation of the members who have
allowed us to be their preferred financial institution we
say thank you. We have a full day of activities planned
for our 30th Anniversary.

tion we have tokens for our members.

Agenda

12:00pm - Like us on Facebook and check out our
documentary that will be launched on midday. Or
come into our office and watch the video in high definition.

10:00am - 2:00pm Massage Therapist to ease your
stress away with 10-15 minute neck and shoulder
massages.

7:30am - 10 minutes with BECU on Slam 100.5fm
8:00am - 4:00pm Member Appreciation Day. We're
having Christmas early in December. Throughout the
day we will be serving ham and hops with black cake,
ponche creme and sorrel. Also to show our apprecia-
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Consolidate your Debts
in time for Christmas
It’s December already and we’re in the final countdown to
Christmas. However, Thanksgiving in the United States came
first and with it Black Friday and Cyber Monday sales.
Clear your credit cards and have some cash left over for
Christmas. Call a Credit Officer today to apply for a loan to
clear your Credit Card and don’t let it steal your Christmas joy.
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Each successful recommendation of a new member
on December 4th will receive $30.00 in permanent
shares.

