
Celebrating 30 years in service to the employees in the financial 

services sector, their families and members of other credit unions, 

BECU on December 4th, 2014 at 12:00pm launched their video 

documentary. 

The informative video recalls BECU’s history, how far the Credit 

Union has come since 1984 and gives an outlook for the future. 

With interviews from Past and Present Presidents and the Manage-

ment Team and shots of bankers row, the Credit Union and Staff, 

this friendly video is a culmination of hard work and a showcase of 

BECU’s strength and vision as we continue embracing the future, 

positioning ourselves as the premier financial institution and the 

Credit Union you can Bank in. 

Since its launch the video has been making the rounds of Face-

book as members like and share. We encourage you to share it 

around and show your pride in your Credit Union and what we have 

accomplished 30 years strong and going on. 

You can check out the video from our Facebook page—Bank  

Employees’ Credit Union or search Bank Employees Credit Union 

on YouTube by clicking here. 
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BECU launches Video Documentary 

Editor’s Note 
 

What a wonderful way to show the world who we are with a video 

documentary launched on our 30th Anniversary. Inspiring  

confidence, pride, nostalgia, we invite you to check out our video 

and like, share, click! 

 

There are many loan  

specials going on and we 

encourage our member-

ship to take advantage of 

them. 

 

On the horizon is the AGM 

and elections for new  

officers. 
 

Editor 

Dave Kowlessar 

http://youtu.be/iohkR3UJTLE
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Decorative  Accent Pieces, Drapes and Paint: 

Changing drapes is the custom. Why not go with colours that say 

Christmas but leave out the cold? The red says Trini, Caribbean, 

warm and Christmas, and going with a shade of red that carries 

some fire for an accent wall, or on throw cushions, a table cloth, 

valances and candles, a hue can add an extra delightful touch of 

warmth and flavor. Olive green drapes may be selected as a  

complement so we get the general feel of Christmas but also have 

accents that can remain on display beyond the season, without 

looking out of place. 

 

Toni  Romain –Jones, customer sales representative at Mode Alive 

in Port of Spain, has noted that  over the last two Christmas  

seasons, walk-in customers have demonstrated a preference for 

drapes, mats, accessories and soft furnishings in orange, shades 

of green and purple. Ethnic geometric prints in black and white as 

well as animal prints at the store are also very popular at this time 

and are excellent as accents on that make a huge impact at a 

minimal cost. 

 

Marcia Matthew-Benett, interior designer and owner of Le  

Renaissance Home Furnishings has also observed this movement  

towards more of our Caribbean warmth with oranges, greens and 

also the colour teal which provides a touch of the sea element. 

Although many of her clients have a taste for gold and silver as 

accents and cream and beige as neutrals, black and white, a  

modern scheme, has also become popular in recent years. At her 

outlet at Frederick Court, Frederick Street, in Port of Spain, one 

can find an assortment of scented candles and candle stands, 

throw-cushion covers, picture frames, decorative lamps, mirrors, 

bedding and linens, wall décor and curtains that fall easily within 

this theme of Modern Caribbean design. 

 

Marcia, an Advanced Level graduate of the Academy of Interior  

Design, which offers ASID approved courses of study locally, has 

A Caribbean-Styled Christmas? 
been a practicing interior  

designer for fifteen years. She is a 

mother of two, and half of the  

contracting and interior design 

business that is operated with her 

husband Wendell Benett, a well-

known local contractor. Marcia 

agrees that tastes are changing in 

Christmas décor for both home 

furnishings and paint colour 

choices for clients who want that 

fresh look throughout the home.  

“Changing the look for Christmas is 

a part of our tradition,” she says, 

“changing the curtains, varnishing,  

especially  (sprucing up the house) 

with paint.” 

 

She has observed that in the past, 

more people were afraid of  

colour on their walls. But in her 

interior design home projects,  

regardless of the budget and the choice of paint brand, (she  

carries paint charts for all major brands, Penta, Benjamin Moore, 

Sissons and  Berger),  over the last few years, the gravitation to-

wards muted tones like burnt orange, along with shades of green, 

has been significant. However, for those who remain afraid to  

explore the world of colour, she adds that fabric textures in soft 

furnishings, can also be an important consideration in making  

neutrals more impactful. 

 

Marcia, a talented entrepreneur, wife and mother endorses “credit 

unionism” and the commitment of the movement to helping  

families to make their dreams come true. She is pleased to offer 

BECU members up to 30% off selected items during the Christmas 

season. But find her quickly since these hot items are going fast. 

Christmas Financing: 

As always, the Bank Employees Credit Union stands ready to assist 

in financing your Christmas needs. Apply for a Christmas Loan  

today and get timely assessment and approval. Make the changes 

that you require. Have some fun and indulge your craving for the 

taste of something new. Start 2K15 with a bang and embrace the 

future with a loan from BECU.  

By Giselle Baptiste 

Interior Designer Marcia Matthew-
Benett owner of Le Renaissance 

Home Furnishings. 

Christmas and New Year Opening and Closing Hours 
During the holiday season please be advised of the following opening and closing of Bank Employees Credit Union on Corner  

Bournes Road and Angelina Street, St. James. 

 

Christmas Eve—8:00am to 12:00pm     New Years Day and January 2nd, 2015—Closed 

Christmas Day and Boxing Day—Closed    Monday January 5th, 2015—Business Resumes 

December 29th to 31st—Regular Business Hours (8:00am to 4:00pm) 


