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Editor’s Note
Dave Kowlessar

Welcome to the new look of  the BECU Connect 
newsletter and the new look of  the BECU!  We are 
very pleased to unveil some of  the work that we 
have been doing in keeping with our transformation 
initiatives to upgrade and enhance our Co-operative 
Society.  More changes are in store and we are 
confident that you will be pleased with what lies 
ahead.  

In this edition learn more about the new 
BECU brand identity and what it represents as our 
commitment to you.  

School will soon be out, so we also have some 
tips for those of  you with graduates looking for their 
first job or who are facing the challenge of  keeping 
younger children occupied during the July/August 
vacation period.  Good luck with that!!

The BECU will continue to identify new 
products and services that will be of  interest to 
our membership and which provide unique benefits 
and/or protection for our members’ assets and 
families.  Details of  these will be forthcoming soon, 
so stay tuned to BECU Connect.

Last but not least we have some tips for you 
to conserve energy and keep a few extra dollars in 
your pocket.  

We hope you enjoy this edition and we’d love 
to get your feedback and suggestions for future 
issues.

Welcome to the new look of the Bank Employees’ Credit Union.  
Consistent with the enhanced IT capability of the BECU, the Co-
operative Society also commissioned an updated look and feel for its 
brand identity to reflect its vision for the future.  

The symbolism of the family depicts the human element of people 
in service of and working in the best interest of people, and the hands 
connote the self-help supportive nature of the Credit Union.  The 
“new” look of the BECU comes with a renewed commitment to excel 
in the delivery of premium customer service and overall performance 
excellence.  

The BECU is on track with its transformation initiative and the 
realization of a vision to bring the Credit Union into the 21st Century.  
By September 2011 the BECU would have completed the transition to 
a new ICT platform along with the promise of a more member intimate 
experience and the convenience of mobile transaction processing.  
Accessing account balances and the movement of funds will be 
facilitated with the click of a mouse and/or use of a smart phone.

In the midst of financial collapse of larger institutions, the BECU 
has consistently provided its members with affordable access to credit 
and attractive returns on its investment products, enabling its members 
to enhance the quality of their lives, affordably, comfortably and in the 
best interest of the member.   

Ultimately the BECU’s success rests in the hands of its membership 
and the BECU will continue its journey towards excellence and 
remaining relevant. 

We look forward to unfolding more in the weeks and months ahead 
leading up to the launch of the new ICT platform.

New BECU Brand

First look at the...

God’s Time & Money
A preacher went into his church and he 

was praying to God. While he was 
praying, he asked God, “How long 
is 10 million years to you?” God 

replied, “1 second.” The next 
day the preacher asked 
God, “God, how much is 

$10 million to you?” And God 
replied, “A penny.” Then finally the 

next day the preacher asked God, “God, 
can I have one of your pennies?”          
And God replied, “Just wait a sec.”



3

New BECU Brand

First look at the...



Here are 10 important tips to help your graduate on his/her first 
job interview to improve their success at finding their first job: 

1.  Do Research.  Learn about the company beforehand to boost 
credibility with the interviewer and to facilitate asking intelligent 
questions.  

2.  Practice.  Rehearse answers to typical interview questions about 
experience, education, skills and suitability for the position.

3.  Find out the exact location of the interview and how much time is 
needed to get there.

4. Arrive at least 15 minutes early. Avoid unnecessary stress.

5.  Look the part/Dress for Success Professional clothing, a good hairstyle, 
groomed nails.

6.  Secure your references. Find at least three key people – former supervisors, 
teachers, colleagues, or instructors who will speak highly of you if contacted 
by a potential employer.

7.  Bring necessary documentation.  Transcripts, certificates, identification 
documents.   

8.  Sell yourself. Develop a 25-second sales pitch known as an “elevator 
speech” that highlights strengths, abilities, and unique attributes. 

9.  Don’t neglect to ask questions. Interviewers are favorably impressed by 
and expect candidates to show that they are knowledgeable about the 
organization.  

10.  Follow up. After the interview, follow up and restate your interest 
and commitment to the position. If it turns out that you weren’t 
successful, try to find out why so that you can improve and adjust 
your techniques for your next interview.  

GUIDELINES
TO A GREAT 
JOB INTERVIEW

4



5

What will your graduate be doing next?  Off to University 
or College or perhaps going on a well earned break 
to see the world before settling down to career and 
responsibilities?  Or is your young adult job hunting and 
probably in need of a work wardrobe or a car to get to his/
her job?  

The one thing that all of the foregoing scenarios have 
in common is cost.  Where will the money to finance 
these expenses come from?  Hopefully, your years with 

the BECU have enabled you to establish sound practices 
of saving and investing and the money has been put aside 
and is available to you at this time.  If not, the BECU can 
assist to bridge any gaps in required financing to give your 
child the best head start at this stage of his/her life.

The BECU has many other products and options, 
one of which will suit your needs.  Call the BECU today 
and allow one of our professional Member Services 
Representatives to review options with you.

FINANCIAL ADVICE FOR 
THE RECENT GRADUATE
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•   Turn off lights, appliances, and electronics when 
they’re not being used

•   Shut down your computer or put it in “stand by” 
or “hibernate” mode when not being used. Use 
the energy saving settings on your computer to 
automatically do this after a certain period of 
inactivity.

•   Unplug cell phone/battery chargers when not in 
use. They constantly drain electricity, even when not 
charging.

•   As a general rule: if something is warm, even if it’s 
not being used, it is using energy. Feel the outside of 
your TV, computer/monitor, kitchen appliances, and 
power strips when you think they are off...some are 
still draining electricity.

•   Lower the thermostat of your water heater.  Just a 
few degrees can make a big difference.

•   Replace all incandescent light bulbs with compact 
fluorescent light bulbs. An 18-watt compact 
fluorescent bulb gives off the same light as a 
75-watt incandescent and will last up to 10 times 
longer, saving you money in the long run.

•   If you are buying a new appliance check that it is 
ENERGY STAR rated. ENERGY STAR appliances run 
more efficiently and use less energy.

BECU GREEN INITIATIVE

TIPS TO REDUCE 
YOUR ELECTRICITY BILL 
Save money and reduce your carbon footprint!
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FIND YOUR FAVOURITE DISNEY CHARACTERS

Daisy
Dewey
Donald Duck
Dumbo

Goofy
Gus Goose
Huey
Louie

Mickey Mouse
Minnie
Peter Pan
Pinocchio

Pluto
Scrooge
Snow White

Answers to crossword puzzle: blade. bush, cabbage, chirp, flash, funny, home, 
hoot, hunt, late, lion, onion, parrot, pizza, save, shout, smart, stare, Sunday, trunk

ACROSS
 1 To say something very loud.
 5 The day of the week after Saturday.
 7 Something that makes you laugh.
 8 The sound an owl makes.
 9 The opposite of early.
 13 A thin flat round bread with tomato and cheese on top.
 15 A round vegetable with a strong taste and smell.
 16 Another word for intelligent.
 17 A short, thick plant with a lot of branches.
 18 A vegetable that grows in a large green ball.
 19 To look at something or someone for a long time.

DOWN
 2 To seek out and chase an animal.
 3 The long nose of an elephant.
 4 To make someone or something safe from danger.
 6 A short high sound a bird makes.
 9 A large, wild animal of the cat family that lives in Africa.
 10 To become very bright for a short period of time.
 11 A colourful bird that can walk like a person.
 12 The house where you live.
 14 The flat cutting part of a knife.


